groups were umccu aiuiimi. nu rename oinerences were discovered in comparisons of age, IQ, whether the boy had been referred to the Youth Study as "difficult" or "average," or the delinquency prediction scores assigned by the Selection Committee on the basis of the boys' histories and home environments. No reliable differences appeared in comparisons of ratings for the boys' physical health, mental health, social adjustment, acceptance of authority, or social aggressiveness. Nor were reliable differences found in ratings of delinquency in the home, adequacy of discipline, standard of living, status of the occupation of the father, "social status level" of the elementary school attended (as measured by sampled occupational levels of the parents), or neighborhoods as likely or unlikely to produce delinquency (see Powers and Witmer 1951, Ch. VI).
By May 1939 each of the 325 boys in the treatment group had been assigned to a social worker who was expected to build close relations with the boy and be available to provide assistance to both the boy and his family. In addition to 10 social workers, the staff included a psychologist, tutors, a shop instructor, consulting psychiatrists, and medical doctors. Counselor turnover and the recognition that case loads were too heavy led to a decision to drop some of the boys from the program. When a boy was dropped from the treatment group, his "matched mate" was dropped from the control group. By 1942, 253 matched pairs of boys remained in the program. These 506 boys are the subjects in the present study.
When the program terminated in 1945, the 253 boys in the treatment group had been visited (on the average) twice a month for five and a half years. Over half had been tutored in academic subjects; over 100 received medical or psychiatric attention; almost half had been sent to summer camps; and most of the boys had participated in such activities as swimming, visits to local athletic competitions, and work in the project's wood-shop. Boys in the treatment group were encouraged to join the YMCA or
1 Eight cases were matched after treatment began; the assignment to the treatment group for these eight was not random. All brothers were assigned to that group that was the assignment of the first brother matched.nor, G. G. (1970) The impact of initial detention upon male delinquents. Social Problems 18:194-199.
